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It is, of course, to be taken for granted that many will remain un¬ 
convinced, either by the weight of Dr. Myers’ evidence or the logical 
and scientific conclusions he deduces from it, but even the most skeptical 
or conservative reader cannot fail to recognize the great value and scien¬ 
tific importance of such a work, or to appreciate the extent of the 
fascinating field of speculation which he has thrown open for the ex¬ 
ploration of inquiring humanity. Pope. 

Physiologische und xlinische Untersuchungen uber das Gehirn. 
Gessammelte Abhandlungen von D. Edourd Hitzig. August 
Hirschwald, Berlin. G. E. Stechert, New York. $4.00. 

Readers of the first edition of Hitzig’s physiological investigations 
of brain localization will be pleased to find in this work a second edition 
of the earlier studies combined with an entirely new series—the result 
of some twenty years of investigation—and largely reprinted from the 
recent issues of the Archiv fiir Psychiatrie. 

In this noteworthy collection, representing Hitzig’s work from the 
time of his initial electrical experiments in 1870 up to within very recent 
time, when increasing failure of eyesight has forced him from the micro¬ 
scopical desk, we have one of the most thorough and profound contri¬ 
butions to cerebral localization that has ever been published. 

It is impossible to outline in a short book notice the scope of the 
investigations here represented in a volume of 620 pages. The work well 
represents a busy life spent in original investigation. Only a small fraction 
of Hitzig’s work is to be found in the present volume, but it represents his 
early and most recent work on the physiology of the brain as investigated 
from both the physiological and pathological standpoints. It should find 
a place in the library of every working neurologist or alienist. 

Jelliffe. 

Modern Spiritualism. A History and a Criticism. By Frank Pod- 
more. In two volumes. Imported by Charles Scribner’s Sons, New 
York. 

A work which takes on an added interest, when considered in con¬ 
nection with that of Dr. Myers, is Modern Spiritualism, by Frank Pod- 
more, an English book imported by Scribner’s Sons. Mr. Podmore calls 
his work a history and criticism, whereas that of Dr. Myers is specifically 
a scientific investigation. Therefore the two authors, although consid¬ 
ering subjects closely allied, if not indeed practically identical, approach 
their theme from widely differing standpoints and reach conclusions 
even more remote from each other. 

Mr. Podmore’s work bears throughout the stamp of the most careful, 
painstaking examination and scientific thoroughness. The first volume 
opens with a consideration of the pre-existent beliefs "which were the 
progenitors of the modern movement, and then takes up a detailed study 
of the individuals who have left the stamp of their personality upon 
the history of spiritualism, considered as a religious propaganda. In con¬ 
nection with this stage of the development of his theme he dwells at 
length on the various phases of clairvoyance, “speaking with tongues” 
and prophecy, and then passes on to a careful analysis of the physical 
phenomena, such as rapping, slate writing, table tipping, and so forth, 
on which most of the belief in spirit manifestation is based. The rela¬ 
tion is minute, at times almost tiresomely detailed, and the author is 
very evidently trying to present a perfectly judicial and unprejudiced 
statement of the evidence; but the reader early comes to feel what is 
evidently the view of the writer, that every relation, all things being 
considered, must be docketed with the endorsement “not proven.” 

Mr. Podmore, however, does not assert that the position occupied 
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by Dr. Myers is entirely untenable. On the contrary, he makes particular 
mention of the views of the author of Human Personality, at the time 
he writes still unpublished, and remarks that the strength of his argu¬ 
ment lies chiefly in the fact “that it makes the ordinary Spiritualist 
argument superfluous.” He then goes on to say, however, that as it is 
not “a mere philosophical speculation founded on assumptions which are 
incapable of verification, but a scientific hypothesis based on the inter¬ 
pretation of certain alleged facts,” it is by the validity of these facts that 
the hypothesis must stand or fall, and he concludes that “the evidence 
seems at present far from sufficient to establish, hardly sufficient, perhaps, 
to justify the speculation.” 

Taken as a whole, while the work presents but little that is new, 
either of facts or criticism, it places a comprehensive view of the entire 
subject of alleged spirit manifestation, set forth in a masterly manner 
by a keen thinker and profound student, within easy reach, and makes 
accessible to the lay reader much that has heretofore been hard to obtain. 
It is, moreover, an eminently readable and interesting book, although 
neither puerile nor “popular,” and must be a contribution of distinct 
value to any psychological or general library. Pope. 

Sammlung von Gerichtlichen Gutachten aus der Psychiatrischen 
Klinik der Konicl-Charite zu Berlin. Prof. D. M. Koeppen, I 
Assistenten der Psychiatrischen Klinik. S. Karger, Berlin. G. E. 
Stechert, New York. $3.50. 

To those who have followed Koppen’s excellent work in the Charite 
Annalen from year to year the present volume will come with special pleas¬ 
ure, bringing together, as it does, a series of observations on psychiatric 
science that are worthy of wide dissemination. 

After a brief introduction the author presents a short statistical sum¬ 
mary of the work of the Charite Psychiatric clinic for the ten years 
1891-1901, some 317 patients having come under observation at that time— 
not a large number, but a rich mine of observation, nevertheless. 

Following this, observations on eleven patients who suffered from 
Dementia are presented. Five instances of modified personality in Epi¬ 
lepsy are then reported at length. In a third series eight cases of Paranoia 
are analyzed. Three patients with Cerebral Syphilis and three “Degen¬ 
erates” are described in sections 4 and 5. The remaining sections deal 
with Sexual Perversions, Pathological Liars, Alcoholism, Puerperal Psy¬ 
choses and two cases of uncertain diagnosis. 

The histories given are very full and satisfactory. Such studies 
seem to be well worth while. They offer some light in the uncertain way 
of the insanities, and the student of psychiatry cannot but help to he 
Benefited thereby. Jelliffe. 

Versuch einer Psychophysiolocischen Darstellung des Bewussteins, 
ZUGI.EICH EIN BeITRAG ZTJR LeHRE VON DER FUNCTION DER GrOSSHIRN- 
rinde. Von Dr. E. Storch. Verlag von S. Karger, Berlin. 

This work is an attempt to analyze consciousness and to show in the 
course of this analysis the necessary constitution of the brain, the physical 
substratum of consciousness. The author is quite abstruse in parts, with 
a tendency to be metaphysical, finding it necessary to make use of many 
diagrams to illustrate his ideas, thus the work is difficult of abstraction. 
The common terms of psychology are used, but appear to be inadequate 
at times, and we find such terms as the “pathopsyche” and the “myo- 
psyche,” which are used to designate princeptimal elements of conscious¬ 
ness and the elements of consciousness accompanying muscular contraction 
respectively. The author offers his explanations only as provisional, but 
as tending to show the harmony between conceptions of brain anatomy on 
the one hand and psychological analysis on the other. White. 



